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The preoccupation with the social development of  humankind is a theme which the 
Church took up and made her principal concern from her birth. A reflectionof the 
meaningof authentichumanlife in historyand culture foundexpressionalreadyin 
Scipturesand in the writingsof the Church Fathers, and are nowtaught by the 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ Magistrium asǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ {ƻŎƛŀƭ Teachings.  

http://www.humandevelopment.va/


Integral Development: Pp. Paul VI
üPope Paul VI introduced the concept of integral development; 

Integral development  = not limited to mere economic growth. 
Authentic integral Dev. = well-rounded; it fosters the development 
of each person and of the whole man.

üFr. Lebret: we cannot allow economics to be separated from the 
human and the development of civilization where it fits. What 
counts for us is man, each man and each group of men, including 
the whole humanity! (Pp. 1967).

üTherefore, Development indicates:
-- rescues peoples, first and foremost, from hunger, deprivation, 

endemic diseases and illiteracy.
-- From the economicpoint of view,= active participation, on equal 

terms, in the international economic process;
-- From the socialpoint of view, IHD = evolution into educated

societies marked by solidarity;
-- From the political point of view, = consolidation of  democratic 
regimes capable of ensuring freedom and peace (Civ, 21).



IntegralDevelopment: Pp. John Paul II
ÅThough variously expressed,  the social concern of the 

Church is directed towards an authentic development of 
man and society,  and it seeks to respect and to promote all 
the dimensions of the human person, (SRS, 1)

ÅTrue development cannot consist in the simple 
accumulation of wealth and in the greater availability of 
goods and services, if this is gained at the expense of the 
development of the masses, and without due consideration 
for the social, cultural and spiritual dimensions of the 
human being (SRS, 9; CA, 29)

ÅThus it should be obvious that development either becomes shared 
in common by every part of the world or it undergoes a process of 
regression even in zones marked by constant progress. This tells us a 
great deal about the nature of authentic development: either all the 
nations of the world participate, or it will not be true development.
(SRS, 17)   ie. Inclusive development!



IntegralDevelopment: PpJohn Paul II

ÅEconomic development enslaves (money must serve man, 

man must not serve money Pp. Francis). 

ÅAuthentic Development includes the cultural, 
transcendent and religious dimensions of man and 
society. It recognizes the existence of such 
dimensions and endeavors to direct its goals and 
priorities toward the same. (SRS, 46). 

ÅThe development of the whole person and of all 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΣ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ ΧΧΦ CƻǊ ƛǘ 
depends, above all, on God. (SRS, 47; CA, 29)

Å Everyauthenticvocationto integralhumandevelopmentmustbedirectedto Christ (Civ, 18)



IntegralDevelopment: Pp.BenedictXVI
ÅCharity in truth, to which Jesus Christ bore witness by his 

earthly life and especially by his death and resurrection, is 
the principal driving force behind the authentic 
development of every person and of all humanity (Civ, 1).

ÅTwo facts: 
1) The whole Church, in all her being and acting τwhen she 

proclaims, when she celebrates, when she performs works of charity 
τ is engaged in promoting integral human development .

2) Authentic human development concerns the whole of the person in 
every single dimension(Civ, 11).

ÅThe Development of individuals and peoples requires new eyes and a 
new heart, capable ofrising above a materialistic vision of human 
eventsΣ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ƎƭƛƳǇǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ άōŜȅƻƴŘέ ǘƘŀǘ 
technology cannot give. By following this path, it is possible to pursue 
the integral human development that takes its direction from the 
driving force of charity in truth (Civ, 77).



Pope BenedictXVI
üWithout the perspective of eternal life, human progressin this world is 

denied breathing-space. 
üEnclosed within history, development runs the risk of being reduced to 

the mere accumulation of wealth; humanity thus loses the courage to 
be at the service of higher goods, at the service of the great and 
disinterested initiatives called forth by universal charity.

üMan does not develop through his own powers, nor can development 
ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōŜ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ ΧΦΦ Lƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
not enough, because integral human development is primarily a 
vocation, and therefore it involves a free assumption of responsibility in 
solidarity on the part of everyone.

ü It requires a transcendent vision of the person, it needs God: without 
Him, development is either denied, or entrusted exclusively to man, 
who falls into the trap of thinking he can bring about his own salvation, 
and ends up promoting a dehumanized form of development.

üOnly through an encounter with God are we able to see in the other 
something more than just another creature, to recognize the divine 
image in the other, thus truly coming to discover him or her and to 
ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ άōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ (Civ,11).



Integral Development: Pp. Francis
ÅPope Francis:

×The very concept of person, born and matured in 
Christianity, helps in the pursuit of a fully human 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ άǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
not individualism; it affirms inclusion not 
exclusion; unique and inviolable dignity rather 
than exploitation; freedom not coercion.

×The Church never tires of offering this wisdom and 
her work in the world, in the knowledge that 
integral development is the road of good that the 
human family is called to travel. (Audience to the participants in the 

ŦƛŦǘƛŜǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ άPopulorumProgressioέΣ пth April, 2017).



FromPaul VI to Francis
Between the Pope who opened Vatican Council 

II and the Pope who closed it, an idea about 
the development/ flourishing of the human 
person is born, which subsequent Popes 
developed to feed into the creation of 
Dicasteryfor promoting integral human 
development by Pope Francis.

A holistic approach to dev. of human person  
covers all aspects of life: social, economic, 
political, spiritual, cultural, personal & it 
extends to all persons, in every age. 



Integral Development
ÅIn the Social Teaching of the Church, 
ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ΨƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ 
ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩΣ ƛǎ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ 
in a relational anthropology and in the 
inter-connectedness /inter-relatedness 
of all things.The human person is 
created to coexist with others to pursue 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƎƻƻŘΧΧΦ ŀƴ inclusive 
wellbeing. 



IntegralHuman Development

ÅDevelopment is holistic (not restricted to economic growth)
ÅDevelopment is for all people (not for a few)
ÅDevelopment is about the whole human person (not just his/her 

material dimension)
ÅDevelopment offers feasible models of social integration (does 

not foment inequality)
ÅDevelopment comprises the care for the environment (it is not 
Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜέ ŦƻǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘύ

ÅDevelopment is the path for peace among people (not another 
cause for violence and destruction)

ÅDevelopment is the path to the good  and the flourishing which 
is the vocation of the human family. 

Å Integral human development requires dialogue of faith & reason 
(Civ, 56). So,  IHD is not the following ..............
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DEVELOPMENT?

A technological and economic 
development which does not leave in 
its wake a better world and an 
integrally higher quality of life cannot 
be considered progress (LS, 194)

The earth, our home, is 
beginning to look more and 
more like an immense pile of 
filth (LS, 22)

This is why Pope Francis begins to dream .....................
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DREAM
Å I dream of a missionary option... an 

impulse capable of transforming 
everything(EG, 27)

Å Of promoting the development  of 
the entire person, the development 
of all people(cf. PP, 14), while caring 
for the earth (cf. LS, 115) 

Å The urgent challenge... includes a 
concern to bring the whole human 
family together to seek a sustainable 
and integral development, for we 
know that things can change(LS, 13)

Å So, Pope Francis makes a personal 
move in the motu Proprio, 
Humanam progressionem  of 17 
!ǳƎǳǎǘΣ нлмсΧΦΦ
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Motu Proprio,   Pope Francis, 17 August 2016.

ÅIn all her being and actions, the Church is called to 
promote integral human development.

ÅThis developmenttakes place by attending to the 
inestimable goods of justice, peace and care of 
creation. 

ÅThe successor of Peter, affirming these values is 
continuously adapting the institutions which collaborate 
ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΧ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƳŜŜǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴ ϧ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 

serve.
ÅTherefore, the Mergerof the four (4) Dicasteries: Pont. Councilfor

Justiceand Peace, CorUnum, Pont. Councilfor HealthCare Workers, 

Pont. Councilfor Migrantsand ItinerantPeople. Goal: to simplify the structures, 

makethem more efficient and makethem creative/innovative.



BACKGROUND

CorUnum

Justice & 
Peace

Health 
Care 

Workers

Migrants 
& Itinerant 

people
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VISION
άWhat we hold important is man, each man and each group of men, and we even 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅέ  όtŀǳƭ ±LΣ ttΣ мпύ

Development 
of

each 
person

the 
whole 
person

all 
peoples
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Integral Human Development:
everything is interconnected

Integrating

Common dignity 
common good 
common home

Diverse 
people on 

earth

Economics, 
ecology & 

governance 
(oikos)

Culture, 
family life, 

and personal 
lifestyles

Individual & 
Community 
dimensions 
of humanity

All 
dimensions 
of a person
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Integral Human Development: 
core values

Values

Goods

Justice

Peace
Care for 
Creation

including
Health 
care

Charity 
activities
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Mission
Promoting the scientific and pastoral 

response of the HOLY SEE 

to the questions related to (GS. 3):

[1] Human Dignity (Justice and Pace),
[2] Development (Poverty)

[3] Migrations 
[4Health Care

[5] Charitable Works
[6] Care of the Creation

[7] Stella Maris (apostolate of the Sea) 



TASKS
ÅToPROMOTEthe SocialTeachingof the Churchin order to imbuethe

social, economic and political relations with the spirit of the
GospelΧ(J&P)

ÅTo STUDYand RESEARCHin the areas of justice and peace,
development of peoples, human dignity and human rights,
phenomenon of migration and exploitation of migrants, human
trafficking and enslavement, imprisonment, torture, capital
punishment, Peace& War issues(disarmamentand arms control,
armedconflicts),humanitarianlaw, Demography& Peoples,Family&
Society, Ecology (land, Water, biodiversity, etc). Healthcare and
diseases,PoliticsandGovernance,Economics& Finance,povertyand
Business,Apostolateof the Seaetc.

ÅTo ENCOURAGEand TO COORDINATEINITIATIVESof the Episcopal
Conferences,localChurches,Catholicinstitutions,to provideeffective
and appropriateassistanceboth material and spiritualςif necessary
alsoby meansof suitablepastoralstructuresςto the sick,refugees,
exiles, migrants, the stateless,circus workers, nomads, people in
need,other itinerant populations,victimsof naturaldisastersΧ


