
Caritas Singapore - Social Mission Conference 2018 

Conference Speakers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Archbishop William Goh Seng Chye, DD., STL., 
 

He is the fourth and current Archbishop of Singapore. Archbishop Goh obtained 
his Bachelor of Theology from the Pontificia Universita Urbaniana, Roma, in 
1985.  After serving as Assistant Priest at the Church of the Holy Cross for four 
years, he left for further studies at the Pontificia Universita Gregoriana, Roma, and 
graduated with a Licentiate in Dogmatic Theology in 1992. He was conferred a 
Doctorate of Divinity in 2013. 
 
Archbishop Goh was Resident Formator and Initiation Year Director at the Major 
Seminary from 1992 to 1995, then Dean of Studies from 1996-2001, Procurator 
from 2002-2004 and then finally Rector of the Major Seminary from 2005-2013. 
He also served for many years as Spiritual Director of the Archdiocesan Catholic 
Spirituality Centre, Amplify Youth Ministry, Jesus Youth Singapore, and the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Experience.  
 
Archbishop Goh currently serves as Bishop-member of the Federation of the 
Asian Bishops' Conference - Office of Theological Concerns, Episcopal President 
of the Bishops Conference (MSB) for Consecrated Life and Apostleship of the 
Sea. He is also a Member of the Presidential Councils for Religious Harmony and 
Minority Rights. 
 

 

His Eminence, Peter Kodwo Appiah Cardinal Turkson 
 

Born in 1948 in Ghana, Cardinal Turkson studied theology at St Anthony-on-
Hudson Seminary in New York and was ordained a priest in 1975. He did graduate 
studies at the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome, 1976-80 and 1987-92. In 1992 
he was appointed Archbishop of Cape Coast by St John Paul II and made Cardinal 
in 2003. He was President of the Ghana Catholic Bishops' Conference 1997-2005, 
and since 2003 has been Chancellor of the Catholic University College of Ghana. 
He served as Relator during the II Synod of Bishops for Africa in October 2009. 
At the end of the Synod, Pope Benedict XVI named Cardinal Turkson as President 
of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, reconfirmed by Pope Francis in 
2013. Cardinal Turkson has been appointed by Pope Francis as first Prefect of 
the new Dicastery for promoting Integral Human Development.  
 
In 2017, Cardinal Turkson was the patron of the LaudatoSi’ Challenge, an initiative 
that taps into private funding to finance start-ups to tackle dire environmental 
problems such as water shortages by providing portable and affordable water 
filtration. A passionate and humourous speaker, Cardinal Turkson delivered Pope 
Francis’ views at the World Economic Forum in Davos on 22 Jan 2018 where he 
urged world leaders to safeguard the dignity of the human person and to offer a 
holistic development to people by implementing policies that favour the family. 
Cardinal Turkson takes the lead in the Vatican’s teachings and advocacy efforts 
on justice and peace, economic inequality, and global solidarity.  
 
 

 

Rev. Fr David Garcia, O.P 
 

Fr David Garcia is a Dominican Moral Theologian. He lectures at the Major 
Seminary and Catholic Theological Institute of Singapore (CTIS) in Moral 
Theology and is a well-known speaker who has addressed a spectrum of issues 
affecting society ranging from family life, social justice and bioethics; he has 
worked and/or is working with various church organisations including CTIS, 
Catholic Medical Guild, Family Life Society and Caritas Singapore. 
 
 



 

Ms Janet Ang 
 

Janet Ang is Vice-President, Industry Solutions & Business Development, IBM 
Asia Pacific. Janet is also a Member of the IBM Industry Academy. Janet was 
previously the Managing Director of IBM Singapore and had been on two 
international assignments. She has lived and worked in Tokyo, Japan, and Beijing, 
China. 
 
Janet serves on various committees in the community. In 2012, she chaired the 
Steering Committee for Agape Village and subsequently was appointed Chair of 
Caritas Singapore in 2015. She is a board member of the Public Utilities Board 
(PUB), the InfoComm Media Development Authority (iMDA), and Singapore Press 
Holdings (SPH). Janet is also Chair of the NUS Institute of Systems Science (ISS) 
and Immediate Past President of the International Women’s Forum (Singapore). 
In addition, Janet serves on the National University of Singapore Alumni Advisory 
Board, is a Council Member of the Singapore Business Federation chairing it’s 
Digitalisation Committee. She is a Fellow of the Singapore Computer Society, a 
member of Business China, and serves on Singapore’s Diversity Action 
Committee. Previously, Janet served on the Medishield Life Review Committee 
and was Vice-Chair, SingCham China from 2006-2011. In 2014, Janet was 
awarded the NUS Business School Eminent Alumni Award, and she received the 
NUS Distinguished Alumni Service Award in 2015. On 9 March, 2018 Janet was 
conferred the Singapore Computer Society IT Leaders Award 2018 – Hall of 
Fame. Janet graduated with a Business Administration (Honours) degree from the 
National University of Singapore (NUS) and is married with four daughters. Janet 
grew up serving in the parish of St Francis Xavier’s Church, and is now a 
parishioner of St Ignatius.   
 
 
 

 

Assistant Professor Ng Kok Hoe  
 

Dr Ng lectures at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, NUS. He was a UK 
Commonwealth Scholar, and received his PhD in Social Policy from the London 
School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) where he won the Titmuss Prize. 
Dr Ng was previously in the Singapore civil service and has since consulted for 
the government on social assistance policy and youth outreach services. 
 
Kok Hoe’s research interests are in poverty and income security among elderly 
people, and the public housing policy. His recent projects include the analysis of 
elderly income situations and income security policy reforms; a study to establish 
minimum elderly household budgets; a survey of households living in public rental 
housing; a review of social housing policy in Singapore for UN Habitat; an 
evaluation of the Youth GO! Programme for the Ministry of Social and Family 
Development (MSF); and a project to evaluate the Social Service Offices (SSOs). 
Dr Ng was also involved in a study that produced Singapore’s first count of 
homeless persons on the streets. 
 
 
 



 

Mr Jeremy Khoo 
 

Jeremy has had over 20 years of private sector experience before joining the 
social service sector in 2007. He served as Assistant General Manager of NTUC 
FairPrice Foundation, Executive Director of the Archdiocesan Commission for the 
Pastoral Care of Migrants & Itinerant People (ACMI), and Executive Director of 
the Children's Aid Society. Jeremy is currently the Head of Fundraising, 
Communications and Volunteer Management at the Alzheimer's Disease 
Association.  
 
Jeremy also volunteers as a board member of Caritas Singapore and is the 
Treasurer of the ACMI EXCO. He is also the Chair of the Caritas Advocacy and 
Research Committee and Social Mission Conference 2018 Organising 
Committee. Jeremy holds an Advanced Graduate Diploma in the Pastoral Care of 
Human Migration and Mobility from the Scalabrini International Migration Institute 
(SIMI), an academic institute incorporated to the Pontifical Urbanian University, 
Rome. 
 
 
 

 

Dr Wong Sweet Fun  
 

Dr Wong is the Chief Transformation Officer, Khoo Teck Puat Hospital & Yishun 
Health, National Healthcare Group (NHG). She is a geriatrician and has been 
actively involved for the past 20 years in the development of preventive geriatrics 
and promotion of health, fitness and ageing-in-place in community-dwelling older 
adults. 
 
Dr Wong is Chief Transformation Officer & Clinical Director for Population Health 
& Community Transformation at Yishun Health, National Healthcare Group 
(NHG). She plays a leadership role in better serving population health needs 
through driving communication and integration strategies, resource management, 
and stakeholder engagement for hassle-free health services for Singapore 
residents, patients and their families.  
 
She received the Healthcare Humanity Award in 2013 and the National Day Public 
Administration Medal (Bronze) in 2016. 
 
 
 

 

Ms Jayne Chiara Leong 
 

Jayne is the lead social worker for GoodLife! @ Yishun, Montfort Care. She is a 
registered Social Worker with a Bachelor in Arts and Social Science (Social Work) 
and a Master in Social Science (Counselling). Jayne has been in the social work 
profession for the past 12 years, working mainly with persons with life-limiting 
illnesses and their families. She is currently the Lead Social Worker of GoodLife! 
@ Yishun in Montfort Care, focusing in the area of community work and 
gerontology.  

 
Jayne has developed a strong interest during her years of practice in psychosocial 
issues pertaining to cancer survivorship, and is also particularly interested in 
looking at how group work can support the mental wellness of caregivers 
supporting persons who are physically or mentally ill.   
 
 
 



 

Dr Tan Lai Yong 
 

Dr Tan is the director of Outreach and Community Engagement, College of Alice 
& Peter Tan, NUS. 
 
Upon graduation from NUS in 1985, Dr Tan Lai Yong worked as a doctor in 
Singapore. In 1996, he and his wife, and one-year-old daughter moved to Yunnan, 
China, and joined a community development team working with the people in 
poverty living in remote villages, caring for orphans, disabled children and patients 
with leprosy. In his 15 years at Yunnan, Dr Tan had to cycle about 30km daily, 
create innovative ways to teach health and hygiene to the different Minority Ethnic 
groups and villages, plan for “surgery camps” for babies with cleft palate, and other 
people with disabilities, and also initiated tree planting (e.g. walnut trees) efforts 
that led to thousands of trees being planted to help raise farm income and also 
reduce soil erosion.  
 
As part of the China National Day celebrations in 2004, Dr Tan was given the 
Friendship Award for Foreign Experts at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, 
an event that was graced by Premier Wen Jia Bao. Dr Tan was also given the 
Singapore International Foundation (SIF Award) presented by now PM  Lee Hsien 
Loong and the 2005 Singapore MILK Fund (Mainly I Love Kids) Award for 
Outstanding Youth and Children’s Worker by President Nathan. In 2007, the 
Yunnan Provincial TV Station ran a series on people in Yunnan and the viewers 

voted Dr Tan as one of the “Good Citizens of Kunming”(昆明好人） 

 
 
 

 

Mr Mark Goh 

Mark is the Founder and Managing Director of the Vanilla Law LLC which 
specialises in providing solutions to the legal struggles that Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs) face.  
 
Through a smart document management software, he has changed the traditional 
lawyer-client dynamics and made contract drafting services and advice more 
affordable for growth-orientated SMEs. Mark has more than 25 years of 
experience in corporate advisory work and corporate and commercial litigation.  
 
He holds a Bachelor’s Degree of Law (Second Class – Upper Division with First 
Class Honours in both Land Law and Labour Law) from the University of 
Buckingham (United Kingdom). He was also called to the English Bar (The Middle 
Temple). He is an Accredited Mediator with the Singapore International Mediation 
Institute (SIMI). He is also the current Legal Adviser to the Singapore Precision 
Engineering & Technology Association (SPETA). 
 
Mark has been an advocate for migrant rights and while mindful of the welfare of 
Singaporeans, believes in their dignity and humanity. Having volunteered for more 
than a decade with the Archdiocesan Commission for the Pastoral Care of 
Migrants and Itinerant People (ACMI), he now leads the Board of Directors as its 
Chairman. As a legal counsel he is unafraid of pro bono work including defending 
difficult cases such as the SMRT bus drivers’ workers’ strike in 2012. 
 

 



 

Mr Roderick Theseira 
 

Roderick is the Chairman of the Archdiocesan Commission for the Family (ACF) 
since June 2017. The commission was set up in 2014 by His Grace Archbishop 
William Goh in response to the growing need to re-evangelise families. Roderick 
was in the financial industry for 21 years before retiring and has been involved in 
Catholic Engaged Encounter since 1998 and in Catechesis in the last 15 years.  
 
Roderick with his wife Caroline are also involved in initiating a programme to 
mentor young married couples as a programme within ACF. Roderick & Caroline 
have 4 children between the ages of 16 to 23 years old.  
 
 

 
 

Mr Kelvin Poon 
 

Kelvin is a lawyer in private practice and has been on the board of Morning Star 
Community Services for the past 6 years. While in university, Kelvin served on 
the executive committee of the Catholic Students Society.  
 

 

Mr John Lim 
 

John is the Senior Director in charge of the Social Policy and Services Group at 
the Ministry of Social and Family Development (MSF).  He oversees policy 
formulation, and the planning and delivery of social services for vulnerable 
individuals and communities in Singapore including the poor, elderly, persons with 
disabilities, and families with other social issues.   
 
Previously, John was the Divisional Director of Higher Education at the Ministry of 
Education (MOE). He led four Higher Education and Skills divisions in steering 
and supporting the development and provision of quality post-secondary 
education in support of national economic and social objectives, through 
Singapore’s autonomous universities, polytechnics and the Institute of Technical 
Education.  He worked closely with the former Council for Private Education (now 
under the auspices of SkillsFuture Singapore, a statutory board under MOE) on 
regulatory and developmental issues pertaining to the private education sector, 
and had responsibility for the registration of private schools in Singapore. 
 
John was a member of the Board of Governors at the Singapore Polytechnic from 
2012-2016 and a member of the Board of Governors at the Republic Polytechnic 
from 2012-2014.  He was also a Board Member of the Council for Private 
Education from 2012-2016.  John was a Governing Board member of several 
research institutes in NUS and the Nanyang Technological University (NTU) from 
2012-2016: the Centre for Quantum Technologies (NUS), Cancer Science 
Institute of Singapore (NUS), the Mechanobiology Institute (NUS), the Earth 
Observatory of Singapore (NTU), and the Singapore Centre for Environmental Life 
Sciences Engineering (NTU and NUS).  John was a member of the Board of 
Singapore’s Building and Construction Authority (BCA), which is responsible for 
shaping a safe, high quality, sustainable and friendly built environment in 
Singapore, from 2009 -2016.   
 
Prior to MSF and MOE, John served in various capacities at the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, the Public Service Division, and the Monetary Authority of Singapore. 
 



 

Mr Han Fook Kwang 
 

Fook Kwang was Editor of The Straits Times from 2002-2012. He now writes a 
regular column for the paper on Sunday and is also a senior fellow at the S 
Rajaratnam School of International Studies, NTU. 
  
Fook Kwang is a board member of the BCA and the Charity Council. He is also a 
member of the Governing Board at Raffles Institution.  
 
He is a co-author of several books on Singapore’s founding Prime Minister, Lee 
Kuan Yew, including Lee Kuan Yew: The man and his ideas, and Hard Truths to 
keep Singapore going.  His latest book Singapore in Transition: Hope, Anxiety and 
Question Marks was launched in June 2016. 
 
He was baptised last year at St Ignatius Church. 
 
 
 

 

Ms Teo Jin Lee 

Jin Lee is the Founder and Managing Director of ODE Consulting Pte Ltd.  

She spent 14 years in IBM, where she was in local and regional business 
development roles.  She has led in IBM’s transformation initiatives. 

In 1996, Jin Lee gave up a promising career with IBM to follow her entrepreneurial 
passion in the field of learning and consulting. In recognition of her entrepreneurial 
spirit, Jin Lee was selected as one of the top 10 winners in the Woman 
Entrepreneur of the Year Award in 2001. More recently, in 2016 she won the Asia 
Pacific Entrepreneurship Awards (APEA), Entrepreneur of the Year Award in the 
Professional and Business Services Industry.  

In addition to leading ODE Consulting, Jin Lee was on the Global Board of 
Governors of the International Association of Coaching (IAC) out of the US until 
2015. She was also the IAC Regional head of the Asia Crescent (Asia Pacific, 
Middle East and Africa) and is an IAC Masteries Practitioner coach. Jin Lee is 
currently the co-President of ITAP International out of Princeton and is certified to 
administer the Culture in the Workplace Questionnaire™, based on the research 
of Geert Hofstede. She is also an Accredited Management Consultant (AMC) of 
the International Management Consultant Certification Board (IMCB). 

Jin Lee was also a volunteer facilitator of the Singapore Conversations, the 
national conversation initiative announced by Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong 
during his 2012 National Day Message. She also contributes time to a number of 
social causes including being a Board Member of Caritas, the social service arm 
of the Catholic Church. As Caritas Board Member and Chairperson of the Agape 
Village Management Committee, Jin Lee works with Agape Village’s management 
team in managing an integrated & holistic social services hub that empowers all 
people to live a life of hope and dignity, regardless of race, religion, or nationality.  

 

 


